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There's no place like home. 


a place to be yourself 
cook awesome dinners 
dance in the dark 
tuck your kids in at night 
sleep better than anyplace else 


And there's no better place to 
finance your home than NEFCU! 


i New England 
' Federal Credit Union 

866-80-LOANS • nefcu.com 


Federally insured 
by NCUA 
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chocolate 




GIFT BASKETS 

Our team creates spectacular gift baskets with 
all the cheese, wines & bubbly, and Vermont 
delicacies that you can ask for. A lovely gift 
for all occasions. Prices as low* as $25. 


1186 Williston Road • South Burlington 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) • 802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm • www.cheesetraders.com 


CHEESE b WINE 
TRADERS 

VoUr avJl WiN2 Vfhce 


BBS®*® 


So glad 
you ore here. 


Now take home a 

m) 


WE COMPLEMENT ANY CUISINE 



127 COLLEGE STREET, BURLINGTON 802 863 2221 



WO RKI NG WONDERS f 

WITH METAL & LIGHT SINCE 1979 






And the next major 
home project is... 

Make it your dream home. NorthCountry's 
got you covered for as low as 3.05% apr*! 


Start your next project with NorthCountry on your side! 
Apply online to take advantage of low rates and excellent 
local service at your community credit union. Thousands 
of Vermonters trust NorthCountry with their loans, and 
we’ll take care of you, too! 

* Fixed rate second mortgage. 60 month term. Up to 90% loan-to-value. APR-Annual 
Percentage Rate. Your actual rate will be determined by your credit qualifications 
and the term you choose. Offer may end at any time without advance notice. 


^fl North 

Country 

Your community credit union 



WINTER 2015-16 

Cold temps make 
winter the perfect 
time to nest. 

This issue of Seven Days' 
quarterly supplement about 
home, design and real estate 
takes you inside cozy abodes — 
from a geodesic dome to a tiny 
house. Plus, we help you stack 
that firewood! 



Stacking Up 21 

An aspiring woodchuck offers 
beginner's advice on storing firewood 


Tabletop Exercises 13 

Vermont artisans are creating 
some flat-out fantastic tables 



Check Out Our Website 
for Winter Activities Info. 


Onvesfin Comfort! 

Reduce your Carbon Footprint. 


BUILDING 


PMPnr.v 

Insulation Energy Audits Solar Systems Heat Pumps 


SflffiWA zz/vs"* 


VISIT OUR FARM MARKET 
FOR THE HOLIDAY & WINTER 

Plants in Our Greenhouses • Gifts for Home & 
Garden • Cream & Butter Fudge • Vermont & 
Specialty Foods - Maple Syrup, Honey, Cheese, 
Salsas, Dressings & More WE SHIP! 


Discover how you can lower 
your energy bills and make 
your home more energy-efficient. 
Schedule an Energy Audit today. 

BuildingEnergyVT.com (802) 859-3384 


In-Store Bakery... Apple Cider & Raised Donuts Daily! 


Fruit, Cream or Meat Pies, Pastries, Cookies, Cupcakes, Breads, 


Rolls & More • Orders Always Welcomed! 







The ups, downs and all- 
arounds of spherical living 

BY AMY LILLY | PHOTOS BY TOM MCNEILL 

When Mike and Michaela Whitty pull 
into their driveway in Weathersfield, 
they often find trangers 
photographing their house. No 
wonder: The Whittys live in a geodesic 
dome house — one of those spherical 


core ringed by fi e concrete columns 
on a steep slope of ledge rock. The 
house is known locally, according to 
Michaela, as “the spaceship golfbal 
house." 

She and Mike, young professionals 
who work in Hanover, N.H., and Stowe, 
are the house’s third owners but the fir t to 
call it their primary residence. A builder from 


In the couple’s quirky example, 
of radially 
t floo . And 


structures made of interlocking 
triangular panels that popped up 


it as a ski house in 1976. Fortin is now 99 and 
until recently lived next door in a Swiss- 
chalet-style abode. 


around the country in the 1970s. 






Dome, Sweet Home «p.b 

When Fortin put the dome house 
on the market, Yankee magazine ran a 
story dubbing it “The Weathersfiel 
Wonder” in its February 1977 issue. The 
house got more press in, perhaps, 1981 
— the scribble on the Whi ttys' scrap- 
booked article is faint — in 
the Boston Globe. Copies of 
both articles came with the 

What impressed those 
writers still impresses 
today: not just the oddity 
of the form, but the craft 
that wentinto it and its 
homey feel. The Whittys 
purchased it in 2006, after 
a year of house hunting. 

Michaela recalls, “The 
second 1 walked inside, I 
was like. Yeah, I can live here.' 

Entry is front a deck on the fir t- 
floor level, where those jutting cubes 
turn out to be a laundry room, a bath- 
room and two cozy guest rooms. Each 
of those bedrooms contains a built-in 
bunk bed and a tiny closet-cum-built- 
in-dresser. The distance between these 
two features is barely the width of a 
person, yet there's room for a window 

Fortin, a proficient carpenter, built 
the bunk beds, which originally fille 
three rooms. (The Whittys converted 
one to the laundry room and jettisoned 
the tiny washer and dryer Fortin had 
squeezed into the bathroom). He also 
made a fourth bunk for an upstairs loft 
room (now an office) which sits across 
from the master bedroom and bath. In 
all, the house originally slept 10 skiers. 

The rooms radiate from a circular 
staircase wrapped around the central 
core, which is beautifully lined with 
vertical cedar panels inside the house. 
The interior of the dome — the second 
floor — is one flightup. There, all 
notion of separate ceilings and walls 
disappears. 

The dome’s space is dictated by the 
triangles, approximately four feet on 


each side, which make up the sphere. 
Six triangles along the east side are 
windows. Along the west side is the 
third-story loft Its I-beam trusses 
extend into the empty space of the 
sphere, and the whole structure is 
supported by fi e salvaged telephone 

The dome’s 
carpeted floor is 
doughnut-shaped be- 
cause of that cylindri- 
cal core. Its built-ins 
are angled along the 
outer perimeter. They 
include agalley-like 
kitchen; a curved 
kitchen table and 
benches, one of which 
is a salvaged church 
pew; and a long couch 
with one attached end table. Mike, the 
marketing and sales director of von 
Trapp Family Brewing in Stowe, took 
out the other end table to make room 
for a small beer fridge. 

Living in this space takes some 
adjustments, say the Whittys. You 
can’t hang curtains from triangular 
windows angled somewhere between 
vertical and horizontal, so the couple 
wakes with the sun. They also have to 
periodically dust the “walls” — that is, 
the incrementally angled triangular 
panels. And, says Michaela, “You can’t 
just go to the store and get everything. 
You have to think about it fir t.” 

Yet dome living has its advantages. 
Geodesic domes are more energy- 
efficien than rectilinear homes because 
they use less surface area to enclose 
greater volume. That cuts down on ex- 
posure to summer heat and winter cold. 
And heat-robbing winter winds fl w 
around the spherical shape — already 
structurally strong due to its triangle- 
based design — instead of hitting a wall. 
Mike says the house heats up in no 
time, and in the summer he can create 
a "funnel effec ” with air circulation by 
opening the fir t-floor windows and the 
master-bedroom skylight. They rarely 



MICHAELA WHITTY 









need Co use the air conditioner, and 
they burn relatively little furnace oil. 

Buckminster FViller recognized all 
these advantages, and challenges, when 
he received a patent for the geodesic 
dome in 1954. The structure was 
invented in Germany in 1922, but Fuller, 
an American architect and idealist, 
worked out its complicated mathemat- 
ics in the 1940s. 

In the 1960s, geodesic domes 
began springing up for all sorts of 
purposes, from mass entertainment 
to government operations. Two iconic 
examples from that era within driving 
distance of Vermont are still in use: 
pavilions built for the 1964 New York 
and 1967 Montreal world’s fairs. Now 
these domes serve, respectively, as the 
Queens Zoo aviary and an open-air 
truss structure enclosing the buildings 
of the Montreal Biosphere (not to be 
confused with the city’s Biodome, 
which was built as a velodrome). 

Fuller had envisioned the possibility 
of geodesic domes as houses from 
the beginning. He hoped they would 
become an affo dable, mass-produced 
solution to the postwar housing 
shortage. But his patent meant that DIY 
builders had no access to designs. That 
changed when Lloyd Kahn published 
two how-to books, Domebook One 
(1970) and Domebook 2 (1971). (The 
latter is preserved online at issuu.com.) 


In the mid-1970s, kits entered the 
market. 

Fortin, however, worked with an 
architect. “The kid — the architect, per 
se — ... was very green, and I was the 
other greenhorn,” he recalled with a 
chuckle on a recent tour of the home. 
Fortin had become bored with building 
Colonial-style homes and wanted to try 

The nonagenarian vividly recalls 
realizing that the dome was one-fifth of 
a turn off its correct position. "I had to 
pick it up at fi e points” with a crane, 
Fortin remembers. Fortunately, the 
structure was so strong and light that it 
lifted and turned easily. 

That resilience bodes well for the 
Whittys’ home, which retains much 
of its mid-’70s character. And, as the 
couple points out, while Vermont has at 
least a handful of geodesic domes, none 
is elevated like theirs. The Whittys’ 
bulbous dome, looking like it’s about to 
launch itself off the ledge, is a remark- 
able artifact of an era and a building 
experiment that were themselves 
boundary-pushing. 

Contact; UUy@sevendaysvt.com 



Know an interesting, unusual or simply 
awesome home we should feature? Contact 
nest@sevendaysvt.com. 



motion minded 
kitchen design 

cabinets & installation 
accessible design 
green materials F 


kitchens 

for foodies 


SamClarkDesign.con 

ianmaas@sover.net 


For info & images; 
KitchensfbrFoodies.blogspotcor 


SeaAon’A QreetingA 


As you gathei together family 
and friends to celebrate the 
time-honored traditions of this HP 

joyous season, may your hearts be HI 
filled with peace and harmony 

Be. s I Wishes from your loc al realtor 


I Janice Battaline 

(802) 861-6226 
janbolt78S9@gmail.com 

RE/MAX North Professionals I 


DOUSEVICZ 






FOR YOUR NEXT HOME, 

HOW YOU LIVE SHOULD BE AS 
IMPORTANT AS WHERE YOU LIVE. 


RYE MEADOWS byDOUSEVICZ 


Rye Meadows was designed For the way Vermonters want to live. 

True high-performance, high-quality homes, including net-zero options. 
Close to great schools. And affordable, from $270K-$550K. 

Come see Rye Meadows foryourself.VisitDousevicz.com/RyeMeadows. 





House Hunt! 


Following fi st-time home buyers on the search for their dream homes 

BY CAROLYN FOX 



What they're hunting for: 

ROOMS: three bedrooms; pref- 
erably two bathrooms 
STYLE: "We are hoping to get 

something old, with 
character, that might 
need a little work, but 
not too much work," 
says Jessica, who 
notes that Nick is "very 
handy" and a good 
woodworker. "Anything 
built before 1950 is 
really what we're look- 
ing for." 

location: within a 30-minute 
drive of Burlington 
LAND: roughly an acre 

PRICE: $250,000-300,000 

EXTRAS: garage, preferably 
detached; gardens; 
porch; hardwood floor 


If you’ve been through the process, you know there’s a learning 
curve, complete with near misses, drama and mystifying 
paperwork alongthe way. If you’re startingto think about 
getting out of that rental and buying your own home, our 
House Hunters just might have some eye-opening tips for you. 







REAL ESTATE 


As the weather gets colder, I feel m 


e anxious to get 


w home before winter bears down. At L ,„s 
po,nt. it's not looking promising. We keep thinking about 
the house we lost in Georgia. Nothing else seems to com- 
pare. but then we remember the huge repairs it requires 
and come back to reality. Have to let it go! 


■n zrmksboro is lovely, and well within our budget, but 

it's likely Nick and I wouldnt either, w we 

5 h uare J eet sq^areToi^age than we'd like, 

considering 6 tow few homes are under 2,000 square feet. 



After having my eye 
°n this house in 

Colchester for a 

I °n g time , lfi na i y 

convinced Nick 

to take a look, 
even though 
it’s a bit above 
our budget. 

We love the 
location, right 
next to Niquette 
Ba y State Park, 

and the proximity tc 
Burlington and 1-80 

time, and by 5 p.m. it's aim afterwork m ° s t ofthe 

S’"*- mi had , goM,Z k i- **“> * He 

S » ’ ”° ise fr' ° r “ rar 

•'»*»»« h„MZlZ Jm ”’ r - T °it« ", 

8 '“ “ “wwtow Zgu '° r “■ » tort 




IM 


Personal service. Competitive rates. 
Local decision-making. 

Apply online, visit a branch, or ask your 
mortgage lender to meet you in the comfort 
of your home or office! 
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WE MAKE IT 

PERSONAL 


Eclectic handmade crafts and gifts 
Museum quality custom fran 


86 Falls Rd.| Shelburne 
FI IRQ 1C ~i( ITT 802-985-3848 
SOURD1FFE www.fsgallery.con 





Kick back and relax at the... 



Masterworks 



PETER MORIARTY 
JAMES MCGARRELL 
BEN FRANK MOSS 
CELIA REISMAN 
NANCY H.TAPLIN 
FULVIO TESTA 
JOHN UDVARDY 
BHAKTI ZIEK 


PAT ADAMS 
SUSAN S.BANK 
VIRGINIA BEAHAN 
VARUJAN BOGHOSIAN 
ANDA DUBINSKIS 
JOHN FAGO 
MARK GOODWIN 
MARCY HERMANSADER 
EDWARD KOREN 


Art Consulting on Sales & Estate Consulting Experts 
HughTownley, Aaron Siskind, Harry Callahan & Lawrence Fane 


BlGTOWN 


if 

il 


GALLERY 


Visit sevendaysvt.com/houseparty 

| to preregister for our 2016 workshops! 


99 North Main, Rochester, VT 05767 
802-767-9670 • BigTownGallery.com 






HOME GOODS 


Tabletop 


twsassm 

Vermont artisans are creating 
some flat-out fantastic tables 

BY KEN PICARD 



For hundreds of years, Vermont furniture and cabinetry makers 
have carved out niches for themselves in the Green Mountain State, 
taking advantage of the area’s abundant and diverse species of trees 
including pine, cherry, maple, birch and oak. 

While some of Vermont’s biggest furniture manufacturers 
have closed their doors in recent decades, individual artisans have 
continued the tradition. Many produce high-quality, handmade 

pieces that are sought after around the world. In 
this story, Nest talks with three Vermont table 
makers with very di - erent styles. 


David Hurwitz Originals 

David Hurwitz, of Randolph, has b 


Now 48, the Plattsburgh, N.Y., nativ 

woodworker for nearly three decad 
Hurwitz's experience shows in 1 
works, most of which are made of v 

using certified sustainable practice: 
Many of Hurwitz's tables and mirrc 
feature his signature style: wood ca 
smooth into rich, undulating forms 
resemble flagsbillowingin a breeze 
waves rippling across a pond. 

“I’ve always had a more organic 


of flat planes and angles,” he explains. 
Growingup in the Adirondacks, 
Hurwitz adds, he’s always had a close 
a t nity with the natural world. “And I 
watched a lot of cartoons as a kid. Dr. 
Seuss and so on,” he adds. 

Indeed, Hurwitz's Seussian style ha 


FUrniture & Woodworking Festiv 
in Woodstock. In 2014, he was vo 
Vermont Woodworker of the Yea 
the Vermont Wood Manufacture! 



Didn't finish your 
to-do list? 
Stmktur provides 
Sl/minute 
architectural 
design services. 


EXPECTING a baby? 

Keep yourself and your family 
SAFE FROM LEAD POISONING. 


[71 £<*ke/ cookie*. 

[71 skAtrpert skis 


Get a FREE lead dust wipe kit VERMONT 

to see if your home is lead-safe. department of health 

Call: 800-439-8850 

healthvermont.gov/enviro/lead 


"CLOSE^ 

TO HOME 


Close To Home is a 
locally owned and 
operated showroom 
dedicated to unique 
bath fittings, hardware, 
lighting, and exceptional 
customer service. 



Tabletop Exercises 


Locally, Hurwitz’s pieces have 
shown at the Statehouse in Montpelier, 
Bennington Museum, Helen Day 
Art Center in Stowe, Frog Hollow 
Vermont State Craft Center in 
Burlington, "Studio Place Arts in Barre 
and FVirchgott Sourdi, e Gallery in 
Shelburne. Elsewhere, his works have 
been featured at the Houston Center 
for Contemporary Craft, the Wharton 
Esherick Museum in Pennsylvania, 
Denver International Airport, Delaware 
Art Museum and the Hickory Museum 
of Art in North Carolina. 

Because all of Hurwitz’s tables are 
custom made, it takes time to turn them 
around. Some dining tables take him 
two weeks; others two months. And, as 
he does all the work by hand, he typi- 
cally has a six- to eight-month backlog. 

“Most of my pieces involve a lot of 
carving," Hurwitz explains, “so that's 
where the hours really rack up.” 


Vermont Farm Table 

Six years ago, Dustin 
and Jessica Glasscoe 
founded Vermont 
Farm Table. Since then, the 
Charlotte couple has expanded the 
business, moving into a state-of-the-a 
woodworking facility in Bristol that 
employs four Rill-time woodworkers. 
The company has a retail outlet in 
downtown Burlington and a signifii 

Vermont Farm Table has 
earned a national reputation for 
making its tables with solid wood, 
traditional building techniques and 
environmentally friendly finishes. All 
are custom-made to order. According 
to sales manager Sam Roach-Gerber, 
about half of the company's tables are 
made from reclaimed wood from local 
barns, silos and other buildings; the 
new tables nearly all come from locally 
sourced wood harvests. 




Vermont Farm Table’s pieces 
range from basic, no-frills square and 
rectangular kitchen tabletops to fancier 
dining- and conference-room tables. 
Roach-Gerber notes that the fastest- 
growing part of the business is ac tually 
commercial sales. The company’s 
tables can be seen at many Burlington 
rants including the 


VFT has made pieces for the Venetian 
hotel and resort in Las Vegas and 
Google headquarters in Mountain View, 
Calif. 

While Vermont Farm Table also 
makes smaller kitchen items including 
cutting boards, pizza peels and rolling 
pins, "Custom handmade tables are the 
main focus of our company,” Roach- 
Gerber says. “We’re really good at 
them, and people are really happy with 


Wood and Metal Inspired 

Lester Bishop has been crafting tables 
and other furniture for less than two 
years, though you’d never know it from 
looking at his unusual creations. The 
44-year-old Sheldon Springs resident 
left a career as general manager of 
Keystone Automotive Operations in 
Colchester a few years ago to devote 
himself full time to making tables, 
cabinets, kitchen islands and other 
furniture. Nearly all of his pieces, which 
are on display in the Colchester store 
he opened in April with his partner, 
Tammy McFarland, are crafted from 
reclaimed materials from Vermont’s 
agrarian and industrial past. 

None exemplifies Bishop’s approach 
more than his so-called Vermont 
History Table. He made the circular 
high-top using the flywheel from a 
19th-century farm implement called a 


fodder shredder, which was essentially 
a horse-powered treadmill for shred- 
ding grain. The table’s base consists of 
an old wooden mold from the Vermont 
Marble Company in Proctor and a metal 
braking system forged in the old St. 
Albans Foundry. 

A similar table made by Bishop, 
which was purchased by 14th Star 
Brewing in St. Albans City, was made 
from a line pulley salvaged from a 
century-old machine shop nearby. 

Yet another glass-topped table 
features a steel furnace heat exchanger. 
Initially, Bishop considered turningit 
into a wine rack because its rounded 
heat vents were a perfect fit for wine 
bottles. “Then I was like, You know 
what ? If I could put a spiral staircase of 
lights in the wine bottles, that would look 

He did, and it does. Needless to say, 



each of Bishop’s pieces 
is unique. Despite his 
limited experience as a 
furniture maker, he has 
a knack for discover- 
ing interesting and 

for salvaged objects. 

One combines a barn 
beam, the bobbins off 
an old sewing machine, 
cast-iron furnace parts 
and the chains links from an antique 
tractor. As Bishop puts it, "I love finding 
interesting uses for stu, .” ^0 


INFO 

David Hurwitz Originals, 728-9399. davidhurwitzoriginals.com 

Vermont Farm Table, 206 College St., Burlington, 888-425-8B38. vermontfarmtable.com 
Wood and Metal Inspired, 3424 Roosevelt Hwy.. Colchester, 878-8100. wood-metal-inspired.com 
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Tiny in 

the City 

Will micro homes multiply in Burlington? 


When Ruby Perry and her husband, Andy Simon, were 
building their 400-square-foot house in Burlington’s South 
End last year, it became the talk of the Five Sisters neighbor- 
hood. That’s not surprising: It’s one of the smallest houses in 
Burlington, and it took shape as the national fascination with 
the tiny-house movement was inspiring documentaries, TV 






VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOMS 


Tiny in the City «p.n 

in Vermont. White says he’s not seeing 
many proposals for what would con- 
stitute tiny houses in Burlington. Nor 
are local real estate agents getting calls 
from legions of prospective tiny-home 
buyers. “It hasn’t caught on 
yet,’’ says Robbi Handy Holmes, 
a realtor at Century 2 1 Jack 
Associates in South Burlington. 

“We’re not quite there yet.” 

What exactly is a tiny house? 

It’s generally understood to be 
a structure less than 350 square 
feet, sometimes on wheels. 

Perry and Simon’s abode is a 
tad bigger and has a foundation. But it 
embodies many tiny-house principles, 
starting with the potential to save 
money. 

“Our major motivation was to find a 
way to live cheaply," says Perry. 

That’s often the driving factor when 
people build small, says Lina Menard, 
a small-house designer, consultant and 
blogger who teaches at Yestermorrow 
Design/Build School in Waitsfield 

When people aren't working to 
pay off a fat mortgage, they have more 
liberty to choose the lifestyle they want 


— jobs or volunteer work that satisfy, or 
pursuit of personal ambitions. 

“One of the words I most hear 
associated with tiny houses is ‘free- 
dom,’” notes Menard, who lives in a 
100-square-foot house she built herself 
for $25,000. 


Most of the tiny houses she’s aware 
of in Vermont are in rural settings, but 
Menard believes the model will eventu- 
ally hit the city. “I think there’s prob- 
ably going to be more in urban areas 
than rural areas," she says. "People are 
trying to figu e out ways to live in the 
cityaffo dably.” 

In Burlington, tiny houses would 
be allowed under zoning in much of 
the city as accessory dwellings, but 
they have to meet height, lot-coverage 
and parking requirements, says White. 


IT ISN'T JUST A FAD. 
IT'S A WHOLE MOVEMENT 


wdbrownell.com 


Showrooms also in: West Lebanon, NH & Plattsburgh, NY 


DESIGN GALLERY 


By Windows & Doors By Brownell 


800 Marshall Ave. Williston, VT 

( 802 ) 862-4800 


DON’T LET THE 
COLD WEATHER IN. 

It's still the best seat in the house... 
no matter what season. 





Burlington does have one plus for fans 
of tiny houses, though: There’s no 
minimum square-footage requirement 
for new homes. "Construct it in your 
backyard, and there you go,” White 
says. "Whether it’s a tiny house or a 
traditional carriage house, that cer- 
tainly would be an option for somebody 
as an accessory dwelling unit.” 

Still, due to high land costs, he 
predicts that micro apartments in the 
350- to 500-square-foot range will 
come to Burlington fir t. Apartment 
units can be stacked upward, maximiz- 
ing density and financial return on land. 

Perry’s own journey to living small 
happened gradually. She and her 
husband owned a country house in 
Westford for many years and decided 
to downsize about six years ago. They 
bought a school bus and explored the 
country, living in the vehicle on and 
off, as well as in apartments in the 
Burlington area. 

The tiny-house idea came after 
Perry’s daughter and her husband 
bought a single-family home across 
from Calahan Park. The young couple 
were expecting a child, and all agreed it 
would be nice for the grandparents to 
live close by. 


Simon and Perry raided their retire- 
ment funds to build the little house 20 
feet from the main house’s back door. 
The arrangement allows the older 
couple to enjoy city life, live up to their 
environmental standards and help care 
for granddaughter Lyle Ruth, now 18 
months old. 

The bright, airy, U-shaped interior 
of their house is reminiscent of a nice 
studio apartment. The kitchen has 
open shelving, a reclaimed enamel 
sink, and a superefficien refrigerator 
and freezer. There's enough room for a 
wood-topped table with two chairs, a 
secretary against one wall and a wood- 
stove that provides most of the heat for 
the heavily insulated home, which has 
12 -inch-thick walls. Two slipper chairs, 
a rocker and a lime-green ottoman form 
a sitting area in a corner next to an 
open bedroom. 

With a big garden right outside and 
the park visible beyond the backyard’s 
picket fence, the house does not feel 

"It doesn’t take a lot of maintenance, 
and it reflects our taste,” said Perry. ^0 

Contact: moUy@sevendaysvt.com 


^TOWN LIVING AT ITS BEST! 


If you want to spend your time enjoying the 
outdoors and not spending weekends on lawn 
work & maintenance this may be the home for 
you. Newer home in immaculate condition on 
a small lot with privacy. This is a hidden gem 
right in Bristol. $250,000 
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The Archive Center 

We are a full-service archive management 
and storage center. We provide: 

• Climate-controlled, secure off-site records storage 
>ry of boxes in storage and 


Complete inver 
activity data 
Same-day delivery & 
pick-up to most locations 
Monthly contracts, 
no hidden fees Self Storage & 

Destruction services available The Archive Center 


ESI 



Green Mountain 
^Eco Floors llc . 


Vermont’s Choice for 
Eco-Friendly Flooring 
and Finishing 


o lisadl gffl 




Call for a free estimate before March 1st and 
get 10 % off your 500sq ft (min) project. 

Cyrus Pond 
802 . 595.9990 

GreenMountainEcoFloor@gmail.com 

www.KeepVermontGreener.com 

• - * ' s ' 
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802 - 496-9290 


802-482-4404 • www.planethardwood. 


The most eco-friendly flooring 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK 
PAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION. 




Mad Rjver 

Antler 

."NaturaC, Antler Sliecl Artistry 


Need a mckgift? 

Hundreds of frames to choose from! 


Ortfer a print to jo with ,0, 

'0 your frame in store or online % 


, your fr 

PhotoGarden 
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thephottogarden.com 


fcach piece individually Created 
and One Ofa Kind. 


We’ve been called 
“America’s best 
wood flooring 
showroom" and 
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An aspiring woodchuck offers beginner’s 
advice on storing fi ewood 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY KEN PICARD 

Let’s get this out of the way from the start: I’m no 
woodpile master. My ancestors weren’t lumber- 
jacks back in the old country, nor have my kinfolk 
been stacking fi ewood in the Green Mountains 
since Ethan Allen fi st learned to wield an ax. 


Also, if you’re reading this story 
expecting instructions on how to turn 
your woodpile into a children’s fort, 
man cave, snowy owl or the Star Wars 
Millennium Falcon, stop reading right 
now. A quick internet search will turn 
up directions for building all manner 
of artistic wood creations, including 
one beehive-shaped woodpile called 
a holzhausen. I’m pretty sure that’s 
German for, "My wife does all the 
parenting, so 1 have way too much time 
on my hands.” 

Indeed, YouTube is rife with videos 
of hirsute men in hunter plaid espous- 
ing their regional preferences for what 


constitutes a proper woodpile. Several 
even suggest that you can judge your 
neighbors’ characters by how well 
they stack their fi ewood. Personally, I 
judge my neighbors’ characters by their 
willingness to clean up their dog’s poop, 
and their occasional texts saying my 
kids are eating dinner at their house. 
That their woodpile happens to have 
the structural integrity of a suspension 
bridge just reminds me that they’re 
both architects. 

Still, as Henry David Thoreau 
once wrote, "Every man looks upon 
his woodpile with a sort of affection” 



TO BUILD A WOODPILE FROM A 
CORD OF WOOD, YOU'LL NEED: 

• A pa ir of sturdy boots, work ■ E ight to 10 bricks, preferab ly the 

gloves and a pocket knife kind with holes in them 

• Three or four wooden pa lets • A roll of clothesline or other 

(available free at many local weather-resistant rope 

• A free afternoon and/or several 
■ Two tarps: one as ground cover non-whiny teenagers with 
(optional) and the other to keep sturdy backs 

snow off the stack. 
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quick tips to sell. 
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Robbi Handy Holmes • 802-951-2128 • robbihandyhoImes@c21jack.com 
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424 Pine St, Burlington I 802.864.6782 
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“Kim was super helpful and 
very easy to work with. They 
gave us a lot of different 
options and were very flexible 
as our needs changed.” 
Emily Pattison & Ryan Fitzpatrick 
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by jana muratori-asaro 
declutter your home for peace of mind 
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Stacking Up «p.zi 

When I looked upon mine from last 
year, it was with bemusement and mild 
embarrassment. So I did some home- 
work and boned up on how to construct 
a sturdy New England woodpile. 

When all's said and done, a wood- 
pile needs to perform several basic 
functions. First, it should allow newly 
cut wood to season, preferably for at 
least a year. Burning green fi ewood 
isn’t just inefficien and wasteful; it can 
also lead to dangerous levels of creosote 
buildup in your chimney and cause a 
house fi e. 

Second, a woodpile should keep 
your fi ewood neat, easy to access, off 
the ground, and away from water, mold, 
fungus and insects. 


to circulate around and through it in 
order to speed the seasoning process. 

Begin at one end by stacking logs 
into cribbing — rows of three logs 
each, stacked perpendicular to each 
other — and building upward. Once a 
cribbed end is at least four feet high — a 
standard cord of wood measures 4 feet 
by 4 feet by 8 feet — begin stacking the 
logs horizontally. About eight feet from 
the fir t cribbing, begin a second crib 
and build upward. If the cribbing is 
built properly, each should stand on its 
own without leaning. Fill in the wood 
between the cribs accordingly. 

Avoid stacking logs too tightly, and 
leave plenty of room for air to circulate. 
Also, it’s best not to stack a woodpile 
taller than fi e feet. Otherwise, if 
it becomes unstable as the wood is 
withdrawn, it could fall on you. Besides, 



It's best to determine where you 
intend to build your woodpile before 
the wood is delivered. It should be 
stacked far enough from the house 
and garage so as not to invite snakes, 
rodents, termites and other critters to 
take up residence in your own dwelling. 
But it shouldn't be so far away that you 
would have to post-hole through 100 
yards of waist-deep snow to reach it. 

Popular lore suggests siting your 
woodpile in maximum sun, much 
like a vegetable garden, to help the 
fi ewood cure. Choose a level, dry area 
where water doesn’t pool. In my case, 

I mowed a 12-by-14-foot area of scrub 
brush behind last year’s woodpile and 
covered it with aground tarp to keep 
the poison ivy from sprouting through 
the wood in the spring. 

Next, lay out your wooden pallets 
either end-to-end or in a U shape. 
Ideally, your woodpile should allow air 


a towering woodpile makes it difficu 
to remove the snow that will inevitably 
accumulate on top. 

When the woodpile is finished 
drape a tarp over it, leaving the sides 
open to the elements. Next, cut four 
lengths of rope, drape them across the 
tarp and tie each end to a brick to hold 
the tarp down in the wind. One local 
logger suggests cutting the rope seg- 
ments short enough to allow the bricks 
to dangle from each side. That way, as 
the woodpile dwindles throughout the 
winter, there’s no need to retie the tarp 

Admittedly, my latest woodpile will 
win no awards for aesthetic beauty, nOr 
will Architectural Digest be sending a 
photographer over anytime soon. Still, 
the chipmunks seem to be enjoying it 
already, and we’re set for home heating 
through the winter of 2017. 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 
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MORTGAGES 

When you’re ready for a new home or 
refinancing, start with us. Our friendly mortgage 
team takes the time to help you every step of 
the way, with a full range of mortgage options, 
a great rate, and a loan that's serviced locally. 
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